
 

 
 

 ChromaTrace Version 4.0.18 
 

Release Notes 
 

Thank you for your interest in using ChromaTrace Heat Tracing Design Software by 
Chromalox, Inc.  We are continually improving our design tools and would greatly 
appreciate your feedback.  Please feel free to contact our customer service group at 
https://www.chromalox.com/en/resources-and-support/support/customer-service or 
calling 1-800-443-2640.  You can also email your feedback to 
Chromatrace@chromalox.com. 

 
Prerequisites: 
To install and run ChromaTrace 4, the following prerequisites are required: 

 Microsoft  .NET Framework 4.5  

The ChromaTrace 4 setup program will automatically check your system for these 
prerequisites and download and install them if necessary. 
 

Important information for ChromaTrace 3 users: 
 Completely New Application.  ChromaTrace 4 is not an upgrade to ChromaTrace 3, it is a 

completely new application that is separate from ChromaTrace 3.  When you install 

ChromaTrace 4, it does not remove ChromaTrace 3.   

 

 Using ChromaTrace 4 and ChromaTrace 3.  You can continue to use both applications as 

necessary.  You can even run both applications at the same time. 

 

 Latest Product Data.  The latest version of ChromaTrace 3 (2018.3.16.0) is completely up 

to date with current Chromalox product offerings as of the date of the release, however, 

going forward new product updates and software development will only be done in 

ChromaTrace 4.  Chromalox highly recommends the download and usage of version 4 to 

ensure the latest product catalog data, new product offerings and most current software 

features. 

 

 Upgrading ChromaTrace 3 Projects.  Your ChromaTrace 3 projects are NOT automatically 

converted to ChromaTrace 4 projects.  Moving projects from CT3 to CT4 requires the 

following steps: 

o Open the project in CT3, then choose “Export >> Project” from the main menu and 

save your project as a “.ctcx” file. 

o From CT4, choose “Import >> CT3 Project” from the main menu and select the .ctcx 

file that you just exported.   

https://www.chromalox.com/en/resources-and-support/support/customer-service%20or%20by%20calling%201-800-443-2640
mailto:Chromatrace@chromalox.com


 

Changes in this version: 
 Microsoft SQL Server (MSQL) No Longer Required.  In previous versions of 

ChromaTrace, your project data was stored in a SQL Server database and this required a 

light weight version of SQL Server to be installed on each machine.  Depending on an 

organization’s network security policies, this was not always possible.  ChromaTrace 4 no 

longer uses SQL Server to store your heat tracing project data. 

 

 Separate File for Each Heat Trace Project.  In previous versions of ChromaTrace, all of 

your projects were stored in a single database that could only be located on your machine.  

ChromaTrace 4 stores each heat trace project in its own file (much like Word or Excel).  You 

can locate this file just about anywhere on your machine or any network file share where 

you have read/write privileges. 

 

 Improved Project Load Speed.  ChromaTrace 4 loads projects approximately 10x faster 

than ChromaTrace 3. 

 

 Easy Access to BOM and Detail Reports.  The Bill of Material and Detail Reports for an 

individual Line or Tank are now available by right clicking on the item in the treeview and 

selecting the report from the context menu. 

 

 Revised Screen Layout.  The data entry section for a Line or a Tank has been restructured 

such that the data is now displayed in 4 tabbed sections instead of 9 expanding sections.  

This means fewer mouse clicks are needed when editing multiple data points.  

 

 Traditional Treeview Replaces Outlook Style Navigation.  Lines and Tanks are now 

shown using a traditional treeview structure instead of the Outlook style category 

navigation.  This allows more project elements to be visible at a glance and faster selection; 

fewer mouse clicks. 

 

 Excel Style WYSIWYG Filter and Export.  When exporting project data or creating a filter 

for reports, the project data is now displayed in an Excel-like window and you can visually 

quick select filter criteria for each column.  In addition to the filter capability, if exporting 

data, you can also move, hide or show columns.  The column arrangement will be respected 

in the final export output.  Filter and layout settings can also be saved for re-use.  

 

 Reports Accessible From Main Menu.  All reports are available from the “Reports” tab of 

the main menu.  Fewer mouse clicks are required to run a report.  Also, reports are now 

displayed in a separate, re-sizeable window. 

Known issues: 
 Control Panel Configuration is Not Included.  In previous versions of ChromaTrace, you 

could create and configure standard Chromalox control panels.  Because of recent upgrades 

to the options available for these standard control panels, ChromaTrace 4 does not yet 



 

include the panel configuration section.  Please note, that when importing ChromaTrace 3 

projects, the entire “Panels” section will be ignored. We will be including an upgraded Panel 

configuration section in a future release of ChromaTrace 4. 

 

 ChromaTrace 3 Help File Still Used.  The help file provided with ChromaTrace 4 is still 

based on ChromaTrace 3.  Much of the technical content is still applicable, however the 

screen shots are no longer accurate.  We will be updating the help file in a future 

ChromaTrace 4 release. 

 

Foreign Language Translations Not Yet Complete.  Because of the many changes to the 
user interface, the translations to additional languages are incomplete.  These will be 
updated in a future ChromaTrace 4 release. 


